
Iranian Women’s Voice Must be Heard
We write on behalf and in support of a collective of Iranian women activists calling for global
feminist solidarity. A year on from the death of Mahsa Jina Amini at the hands of the Iranian
regime’s Morality Police, which sparked a women-led uprising nationwide, the regime’s
repression of women, LGBTQI+ people, and minorities has worsened. Women in Iran continue
their struggle for freedom and call for an end to the regime’s gender persecution1 that impacts
over half of the country’s population, even while they continue to be targeted, threatened,
arrested, and killed by the regime for speaking out and taking action.

On 16th August Iranian regime security services arrested at least 11 women activists and
influencers in the northern Iran province of Gilan. According to a media outlet linked with the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), those arrested are accused of "plotting to incite
disorder and vandalism” on the anniversary of Mahsa Jina Amini's death. Since the start of Iran’s
women-led uprising in September 2022, at least 500 protestors have been killed, hundreds
blinded in one or both eyes or otherwise injured, and over tens of thousands were arrested in
Iran.

The arrests in Gilan are not isolated, and there are reports of numerous arrests by the authorities
in Teheran and many other cities, with activists being summoned and warned by authorities to
not partake in any protests.2 In some cases, activists have been rearrested after being released.3

Nargess Mohammadi, a women’s rights activist, issued a statement from the notorious Evin
Prison, reporting worsening treatment of women prisoners in recent months.4 Women have also
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reportedly been targeted by Iranian security forces and subject to sexual abuse while in
detention.5 UN Experts have also criticised the Iranian regime’s targeting of ethnic and religious
minorities. In particular, members of the Baha'i religious faith have been disproportionately
targeted.

The infamous Morality Police, responsible for the death of Mahsa (Jina), returned recently under
a different name and accounts from across the country report agents warning women and in
many cases, arresting them for not properly observing the hijab.6 Importantly, the Iranian regime
has proposed a new law with draconian measures against women who do not abide by the
compulsory hijab. Punishments include unaffordable financial penalties, harsh custodial
sentences, prohibition from employment, and confiscation of communication devices among
others.7 The bill is being hastily passed through the parliament.8 UN Experts warned that the bill
could amount to gender apartheid, “as authorities appear to be governing through systemic
discrimination with the intention of suppressing women and girls into total submission.”9

These acts of suppression against women, LGBTQI+ people, and minorities are seen by many
activists in Iran and the diaspora as intentional acts of the regime to prevent any protests during
the approaching first anniversary of the death of Mahsa and other victims of the security forces
and the military institutions.

We call upon people of the world to condemn the Iranian regime’s atrocities against the people
of Iran and to show their support for Iranian Women’s demand to stop discrimination against
women, religious and ethnic minorities, and LGBTQI+ people. We request you show your
solidarity with Iranian women, LGBTQI+ people, and minorities by taking the following actions:

1. Publicise the plight of Iranian women, LGBTQI+ people, and minorities and show
solidarity on social media with #WomanLifeFreedom.

2. Call on the Iranian envoys in your country as well as the relevant international bodies to
condemn the Iranian regime’s treatment of women and the de facto gender apartheid
they have imposed.

3. Call on your government and parliamentarians to exert pressure on the Iranian Regime
and its envoys to stop atrocities against women in Iran.
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4. Call upon your government and parliamentarians to provide international protection for
those who suffer persecution at the hands of the Iranian regime.

We further call upon the international community to take action to end gender apartheid in Iran
and support Iranian women activists. The international community must show solidarity with
Iranian women by unequivocally condemning the regime’s violence and oppression of women.
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